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The Invisible War: Heaven, Earth, and
the Battle for the Human Soul

Opening Prayer:

Father God,

We come before You in the mighty name
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Open our eyes to see what Your Word
says about the unseen realm. Give us
understanding, not fear. Give us
courage, not confusion. Help us to stand
firm in Christ as soldiers of the cross.
Teach us truth from Your Word by the
power of the Holy Spirit. May Jesus be
glorified in everything said today. In
Jesus name we pray, Amen.

1. There Is a Real War:

Many people live as if the only reality is
what we can see. But the Bible makes it
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clear: there is another realm. There is an
unseen world. And there is a real war taking
place.

The Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 6:12
(NIV) 2 For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
aqgainst the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.

Notice what he says:

our struggle is not against flesh and blood.
That means your ultimate battle is not
against your neighbor, not against political
parties, not against nations, not against
your boss, not even against family
members.

There is something deeper.

There are rulers, authorities, and spiritual
forces of evil in heavenly realms. The Bible
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does not describe a fantasy. It describes
reality.

We are living in the middle of a cosmic
conflict.

2. When Did the Heavenly War Begin?

To understand the war on earth, we must
go back before earth existed.

Lucifer’s Fall

The war began in heaven before humanity
was created.

In Isaiah 14:12—-14 (NIV), we read: 2 How
you have fallen from heaven,
morning star, son of the dawn!
You have been cast down to the earth,
you who once laid low the nations!
3 You said in your heart,
“I will ascend to the heavens;
| will raise my throne
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above the stars of God;
| will sit enthroned on the mount of
assembly,

on the utmost heights of Mount
Zaphon. ZAY-fon
4 | will ascend above the tops of the
clouds;

| will make myself like the Most High.”

And in Ezekiel 28:12-17 (NIV), describing
the fall of a powerful being:

Ezekiel 28:12—-17 (NIV) '? “Son of man,
take up a lament concerning the kinq of
Tyre and say to him: ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says:

““You were the seal of perfection,

full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
3 You were in Eden,

the garden of God;
every precious stone adorned you:

carnelian, kar-NEE-lee-an
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chrysolite - - KRISS-uh-lyte and
emerald,

topaz, onyx - AH-niks_and jasper,
lapis lazuli, LAP-iss LAZ-yuh-lee

turquoise and beryl. BEH-rol
Your settings and mountings were made
of gold;

on the day you were created they were
prepared.
Y You were anointed as a guardian
cherub,

for so | ordained you.
You were on the holy mount of God;

you walked amongq the fiery stones.
> You were blameless in your ways

from the day you were created

till wickedness was found in you.
' Through your widespread trade

you were filled with violence,

and you sinned.
So I drove you in disqgrace from the
mount of God,
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and | expelled you, quardian cherub,
from amongq the fiery stones.

7 Your heart became proud
on account of your beauty,

and you corrupted your wisdom
because of your splendor.

So | threw you to the earth;
I made a spectacle of you before

kings.
Look again...

“You were the seal of perfection, full of
wisdom and perfect in beauty...

You were blameless in your ways from
the day you were created till wickedness
was found in you.”

Lucifer was not created evil. He was
created beautiful and powerful. But pride
entered his heart.

The war began with pride.
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Lucifer said, “l will.” Five times in Isaiah 14.
He wanted God’s throne.

Revelation Reveals the War...

In Revelation 12:7-9 (NIV) we read:

" Then war broke out in heaven.

Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon, and the dragon and his
angels fought back. 8 But he was not
stronqg enough, and they lost their place
in heaven. ® The great dragon was hurled
down—that ancient serpent called the
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray. He was hurled to the

earth, and his angels with him.

The dragon is Satan. The angels who
followed him were also casted out.

This is where the heavenly war began.

Before sin entered humanity, rebellion had
already entered the spiritual realm.
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3. The War Comes to Earth:

After being cast down, Satan enters the
Garden of Eden.

In Genesis 3, the serpent deceives Eve.

This was not just temptation. It was
invasion.

The war in heaven became a war on earth.

God had given Adam authority over the
earth. Genesis 1:28 NIV ? God blessed
them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea
and the birds in the sky and over every
living creature that moves on the
ground.”

But through sin, humanity handed that
authority over to the enemy.
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That is why Satan is called in
2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV)
“the god of this age”...

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV)? The god of this
age has blinded the minds of
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel that displays the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

And Jesus refers to him in John 12:31
(NIV) as:

“the prince of this world.”

John 12:31 (NIV) 3 Now is the time for
Jjudgment on this world; now the prince
of this world will be driven out.
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The war is not about land. It is about
allegiance.

Who will humanity serve?
God or self?
Truth or deception?

Light or darkness?

4. The Unseen World Around Us:

The unseen world is not imaginary. It is
active.

Angels: God’s Servants
Angels are ministering spirits.

Hebrews 1:14 (NIV) ™ Are not all angels
ministering spirits sent to serve those
who will inherit salvation?

Angels deliver messages.
Angels protect.
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Angels execute God’s judgment.
Angels worship continually.

In Daniel 10, we see a glimpse of unseen
warfare. An angel tells Daniel that he was
delayed 21 days because of the “prince of
the Persian kingdom’ until Michael came
to help him.

Daniel 10:13 NIV 3 But the prince of the
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one
days. Then Michael, one of the chief
princes, came to help me, because | was
detained there with the king of Persia.

That reveals something astonishing: there
are spiritual conflicts connected to earthly
nations.
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Demons: Deceptive Spirits

Demons seek to:

. Deceive (1 Timothy 4:1 NIV The
Spirit clearly says that in later
times some will abandon the faith
and follow deceiving spirits and
things taught by demons.)

. Oppress

. Accuse

. Tempt

. Blind minds (2 Corinthians 4:4 NIV
4 The god of this age has blinded the
minds of unbelievers, so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel
that displays the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God.)

But they are not equal to God.

Satan is not God’s opposite. He is a
created being.

God is sovereign.
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5. The Cross: The Turning Point in the
War

The greatest battle in this war happened at
the cross.

From a human perspective, it looked like
Satan won.

Jesus was arrested.
Beaten.
Crucified.

But Scripture tells us what really happened.

Colossians 2:15 (NIV) '° And having
disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.

Jesus disarmed the enemy.
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Hebrews 2:14 (NIV) ' Since the children
have flesh and blood, he too shared in
their humanity so that by his death he
might break the power of him who holds
the power of death—that is, the devil—

The cross was not defeat. It was divine
strategy.

The resurrection was victory.

The war is still active, but the outcome is
already decided.

6. Why the War Still Continues
If Jesus won, why is there still conflict?

Because we are living between the victory
and the final judgment.

Satan knows his time is short.

Page 14 of 22



www.opendoorlakecc.org

Revelation 12:12 (NIV) > Therefore
rejoice, you heavens
and you who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,
because the devil has gone down to
you!
He is filled with fury,
because he knows that his time is
short.”

The enemy attacks:

. Marriages
. Churches
. Children

. Truth

. ldentity

. The gospel

This is why the culture is confused.
This is why truth is attacked.
This is why darkness tries to redefine light.

But the war is not political. It is spiritual.
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7. Your Role in the War
You are not neutral.

If you belong to Christ, you are enlisted.

Ephesians 6:13—-17 (NIV) 3 Therefore put
on the full armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you may be able
to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. ' Stand firm
then, with the belt of truth buckled
around your waist, with the breastplate
of righteousness in place, '° and with
your feet fitted with the readiness that
comes from the gospel of peace. "°In
addition to all this, take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinquish all
the flaming arrows of the evil

one. " Take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.
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This tells us to put on:

. The belt of truth

. The breastplate of righteousness

. The gospel of peace

. The shield of faith

. The helmet of salvation

. The sword of the Spirit (the Word of
God)

Notice: most of it is defensive. One
offensive weapon: the Word of God.

Jesus Himself used Scripture against Satan
in Matthew 4.

We do not fight with fear.
We do not fight with politics.
We do not fight with anger.

We fight with truth.

8. The Final Battle

The war ends exactly as God declares.
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Revelation 20:10 (NIV) '° And the devil,
who deceived them, was thrown into the
lake of burning sulfur, where the

beast and the false prophet had been
thrown. They will be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.

The enemy’s end is certain.

There is no dualism here. There is no equal
fight between good and evil.

God wins.
Christ reigns.

And those who belong to Jesus share In
that victory.

9. What This Means for You Today

The unseen world is real.
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1 John 4:4 NIV * You, dear children, are
from God and have overcome

them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.

You do not need to fear demons if you
belong to Christ.

But you must be sober.
You must be alert.

1 Peter 5:8 (NIV) é Be alert and of sober
mind. Your enemy the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour.

The enemy roars...but he is on a leash.
He tempts....but he cannot force.
He accuses...but Christ intercedes.

Jesus is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
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The war began with pride.
It was defeated through humility at the
Cross.

It will end with the visible return of Christ.

Invitation: Choose Your Allegiance
There are only two kingdoms.

Light or darkness.
Truth or deception.
Christ or self.

If you have never surrendered to Jesus
Christ, you are not neutral in this war.

Colossians 1:13 (NIV) '3 For he has
rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves,

You can be rescued today.
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Salvation is not joining a religion.
It is surrendering to a King.

If you want to be born again, pray from your
heart:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You died for my
sins and rose again. | turn from my sin
and surrender my life to You. Rescue me
from darkness. Fill me with Your Spirit. |
trust You as my Savior and King.
Amen.”

Closing Prayer:
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Father God,

Thank You that though there is a war,
You have already won. Thank You that
Jesus disarmed the powers of darkness.
Strengthen us to stand firm in truth.
Protect our families. Guard our minds.
Fill us with boldness and peace. May we
walk in victory, not fear. We trust You,
Lord. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.
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