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2 Thessalonians chapter 2 “Do Not Be
Shaken’:

Opening Prayer:

Father God, we come before You in the
name of Jesus, and we thank You for
Your Holy Word. We thank You that You
are a God of truth, a God of order, and a
God of comfort. Lord God, as we open 2
Thessalonians chapter 2, give us
understanding by the Holy Spirit.
Strengthen the believer, awaken the
careless, comfort the troubled, and
glorify Your Son in our hearts. Let this
not be merely information for our minds,
but transformation for our lives. We ask
that You, Lord God, would help us to
rightly divide Your Word, and to live in
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the light of the soon coming King, the
Messiah, Jesus Christ our Lord. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Quick Historical Setting:

Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians to a young
church living under pressure. Thessalonica

was a major city in Macedonia < - Mass-uh-
DOH-nee-uh,...Believers there had already
faced opposition and confusion very early in
their walk with Christ. Commentaries
suggest Paul likely wrote the Thessalonian
letters from Corinth not long after his brief
ministry there, and that 2 Thessalonians
especially addresses the false idea that
the Day of the Lord had already arrived.
Most pre-millennial, pre-tribulation
theologians suggest chapter 2 highlights
two major issues: the sequence of end-time
events and the identity of the Restrainer.
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This chapter is not just prophecy meant to
satisfy curiosity. It is prophecy given to care
for God’s people. Paul is not trying to make
them uncertain or unsettled. He is trying to
make them steady, grounded, and secure
in the truth.

1. Paul Begins with Comfort, Not
Confusion (vv. 1-2):

Here is God’s Word.....

(] 2Thessalonians 2:1-2(NIV)
Concerning the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ and our being gathered to
him, we ask you, brothers and

sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled
or alarmed by the teaching allegedly
from us—whether by a prophecy or by
word of mouth or by letter—asserting
that the day of the Lord has already
come.

Paul opens by saying, in effect, “Brothers
and sisters, concerning the coming of

Page 3 of 23



www.opendoorlakecc.org

our Lord Jesus Christ and our being
gathered to Him, do not be quickly
shaken or alarmed.”

That is beautiful.

»  Notice the heart of the apostle. He is
not scolding them. He is calming them.

These believers had been hit with fear.
They had heard troubling claims.

o Maybe somebody said they had a
prophecy.

o Maybe somebody claimed Paul had said
something he never said.

o Maybe there was even a forged letter
circulating in his name.

Who Knows....

Paul tells them not to be unsettled by spirit,
message, or letter. Verse 2 and bible
commentaries suggest that the church had
been disturbed by the claim that the Day of
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the Lord was already present, and that
this explains why they were shaken.

Brothers and Sisters, that still happens
today.

= People get rattled by headlines.

* They get shaken by rumors.

* They get frightened by teachers who
speak with confidence but not with
biblical accuracy.

Paul’'s remedy is not overstatement.

It is Scripture.

And notice something very important from a
pre-tribulation / pre- millennium perspective:
Paul joins together “the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ” and “our being
gathered to him.”

This reference back to 1 Thessalonians
chapter 4 and the catching up of the
church. The rapture.....
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In other words, Paul is saying, “Remember
what | taught you about Jesus gathering
His people. That truth should keep you
from panic.”

God did not give prophecy so His people
would live shaken and alarmed. He gave it
so we would live with hope, readiness, and
confidence in the return of Jesus.

2. The Day of the Lord Has a Sequence
(vv. 3-5):

(] 2Thessalonians 2:3-5(NIV) 3 Don’t
let anyone deceive you in any way, for
that day will not come until the

rebellion occurs and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the man
doomed to destruction.  He will oppose
and will exalt himself over everything
that is called God or is worshiped, so
that he sets himself up in God’s temple,
proclaiming himself to be God.
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> Don’t you remember that when | was
with you | used to tell you these things?

Paul then says, [_| “Don’t let anyone
deceive you....” 3

That is always a needed word.
=~ Why?

Because deception is one of Satan’s chief
tools.

The devil does not always attack by open
persecution. A lot of the times he attacks
through counterfeit teaching or twisting.

Paul says that “that day” will not come until
certain things happen first. That day is
referring to the end of days. Last Days...

In this chapter, Paul is laying out order.

o the apostasy,.... The falling away.

othe temple, ..... a physical temple.

o the removal of the Restrainer,.... God
the Holy Spirit.
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o and then the revealing of the man of
lawlessness..... The anti-christ.

Paul says that before the Day of the Lord
unfolds, there will first come a rebellion. A
great falling away from the truth. This is not
a reference to the rapture, but to a willful
departure from God and His Word.

And Brothers and Sisters, we can
already see that spirit moving in the world
around us.

» This is more than people being
careless about God. This is open
resistance to God.

»  This is more than drifting from truth.
This is celebrating error.

» This is a generation boldly saying,
“We will define truth for ourselves. We
will choose our own morality.”
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Paul says the mystery of lawlessness is
already at work. That means the spirit
behind the final rebellion was already
stirring in his day, and it is becoming more
visible in ours.

Then Paul speaks of the man of
lawlessness, the son of perdition. This is
the coming world ruler we commonly call
the Antichrist.

» He opposes God, exalts himself, and
ultimately sits in the temple of God
proclaiming himself to be God.

Many premillennial Bible teachers believe
Paul was speaking about a real future
temple and a real future man...the
Antichrist....not just a symbolic idea or a
general spirit of evil.

I Do not miss the horror of this. Sin
always wants the throne.
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That is the essence of evil: not merely
breaking God’s law, but trying to replace
God'’s authority.

Satan’s ancient lie has always been the
same:

e You do not need God above you.
e You can be your own god.

That lie began in “The Garden of Eden”.
It grows through history.

And that rebellion will finally reach its
peak in the man of lawlessness.

3. The Restrainer Is Holding Back
Evil...for Now (vv. 6-8):

(] 2Thessalonians 2:6-8(NI1V) °® And
now you know what is holdinqg him
back, so that he may be revealed at the
proper time. ” For the secret power of
lawlessness is already at work; but the
one who now holds it back will continue
to do so till he is taken out of the
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way. 8 And then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will
overthrow with the breath of his
mouth and destroy by the splendor of
his coming._

This is one of the most fascinating and
important sections in the chapter.

Paul says the Thessalonians knew what
was restraining the revelation of this wicked
one. Something....or rather
Someone....was holding back the full wave
of evil.

Bible teaches point out that while verse 6
uses a neuter form and verse 7 a masculine
form, the best fit is the Holy Spirit in His
present restraining ministry, particularly as
He works through the church in this age.

Now let me say this carefully.

The Holy Spirit is God, and the Holy Spirit is
everywhere. He will still be active during the
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Tribulation period, because nobody can be
saved apart from the Spirit of God.

But in this present church age, He,"The
Holy Spirit”, has a unique indwelling
ministry in the body of Christ.

In the pre-tribulation understanding,
when the church is caught up to be with
the Lord, that present restraining ministry
through the church is removed from the
earth, and then the man of lawlessness is
revealed.

= So what is Paul saying?
He is saying evil is on a leash.

= |tis real.
= |t is active.
= |t is growing.
But it is not sovereign.

The devil is not running history. God is.
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o The Antichrist does not rise one second
early.

o The Day of the Lord does not begin by
accident.

o Nothing moves outside God'’s timetable.

That should comfort the believer.

»  You may look around and say, “This
world feels lawless.”
Paul would say, “Yes, the mystery of
lawlessness is already at work.”

» You may say, “Things seem darker
than ever.”
Paul would say, “Yes, but the darkness
Is restrained until God permits
otherwise.”

Brothers and Sisters, do not fear the
chaos of the age. Christ still reigns over the
calendar.

4. Satan’s Power Is Real, but It Is Still
Counterfeit (vv. 9-12):
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(] 2Thessalonians 2:9-12(N1V)° The
coming of the lawless one will be in
accordance with how Satan works. He
will use all sorts of displays of power
through signs and wonders that serve
the lie, '° and all the ways that
wickedness deceives those who are
perishing. They perish because they
refused to love the truth and so be
saved. " For this reason God sends
them a powerful delusion so that they
will believe the lie '? and so that all will
be condemned who have not believed
the truth but have delighted in
wickedness.

Wow...

Paul says the coming of the lawless one will
be in accordance with how Satan works,
displayed in power, signs, and wonders that
serve the lie.

This is sobering.
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o Not every supernatural-looking thing is
from God.

o Not every miracle claim is divine.

o Not every spiritual experience is holy.

Satan is a counterfeiter.

The lawless one is a satanic counterfeit of
Jesus. He will present a false arrival, a false
truth, a false message of salvation, and
deceptive signs.

And why do people fall for the lie?

Paul gives the tragic answer: ]
....because they refused to love the truth
and so be saved. (.1

| That is the issue.

The danger is not just misunderstanding the
truth. The deeper danger is willfully
rejecting it.
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People do not go into darkness because

truth was unavailable. They go into
darkness because truth was unwanted.

I That is why this chapter is so urgent. If a
person keeps hardening his heart against
the gospel, there comes a point where
judgment falls, and delusion follows
rejection.

Paul’s warning is very serious here. A
person should never assume he can keep
rejecting the truth now and then decide to
believe later.

That is a deadly mistake.

Friend, do not take that chance with your
soul. Come to Jesus now.

» Do not say, “I'll get serious later.”

» Do not say, “I'll come to Christ when
it is more convenient.”

» Do not say, “I'll wait until | have seen

enough.”
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| The time to respond to truth is when
truth is in front of you.

I Today, if you hear His voice, do not
harden your heart.

5. The Believer’s Response: Stand Firm
(vv. 13-17):

(] 2Thessalonians 2:13-17(NIV)

3 But we ought always to thank God for
you, brothers and sisters loved by the
Lord, because God chose you as
firstfruits to be saved through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit and
through belief in the truth. ' He called
you to this through our gospel, that you
might share in the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

5 So then, brothers and sisters, stand
firm and hold fast to the teachings we
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passed on to you, whether by word of
mouth or by letter.

' May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and
God our Father, who loved us and by his
grace gave us eternal encouragement
and good hope, " encourage your hearts
and strengthen you in every good deed
and word.

After all this heavy prophecy, Paul turns

and says, [ “But we ought always to
thank God for you...”(ms)

| love that.

Prophecy does not end in terror for the
church. It ends in thanksgiving, calling, and
comfort.

Paul reminds them that God chose them for
salvation through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit and belief in the truth. He called them
through the gospel to share in the glory of
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the Lord Jesus Christ. Then Paul says, [
“So then, brothers and sisters, stand
fil"m....”(v.15)

That is the application.

o Not panic.
o Not obsession.
o Not date-setting.

Stand firm.

Paul’s point is that the church must hold
firmly to the truth that has been taught in
God’s Word. Prophecy is not just something
to argue about. It is truth meant to shape
the way we live every day.

=) So how do we stand firm?

»  We hold to Scripture when the

culture shifts.
»  We hold to Christ when false religion

multiplies.
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»  We hold to truth when lies sound
persuasive.

»  We hold to hope when the world
grows darker.

This chapter does not tell us to admire
prophecy from a distance. It tells us to live
faithfully in light of it.

» Jesus is coming for His church, very
soon.

» | awlessness will not win.

* The Antichrist will not have the last
word.

* The lie will not triumph forever.

= King Jesus will destroy the wicked one
with the breath of His mouth and the
splendor of His coming.

That is not just doctrine.
That is victory.

Invitation to Be Born Again:
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And before we close, let me speak to the
one who may not truly know Jesus Christ.

e You may know church language.
e You may know Bible stories.
e YOu may even know about prophecy.

But do you know Christ?

Have you been born again?

e Salvation is not found in being religious.

e |t is not found in trying harder.

e [t is not found in cleaning yourself up
first.

» Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died
on the cross for your sins.

» He was buried.

»  He rose again bodily from the grave.

»  And He offers forgiveness and
eternal life to all who will repent and put
their trust in Him.

e Do not reject the truth.

e Do not play games with eternity.
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e Do not put off the gospel.

(] John 3:16-17(NI1V) ' For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal

life. '” For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.

I Come to Jesus now.
You can call on Him right where you are:
Let us Pray....

“Lord Jesus, | know that | am a sinner....
| cannot save myself.... | believe You
died for my sins and rose again....
Forgive me.... Cleanse me.... Be my
Lord and Savior.... | turn from my sins,
and | place my trust in You alone....
Save me, Jesus. Amen.”

“If” you prayed that from your heart, or
something close to that... He will save you.
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His Word says [ Acts 2:21(NIV)
2T And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.

God Bless you....
Let us Pray....
Closing Prayer:

Father God, thank You for Your Word.
Thank You that in a world of confusion,
You speak clearly. Thank You that in a
world of deception, You give truth.
Thank You that in a world of fear, You
give hope. Help us not to be shaken.
Help us to stand firm. Help us to love the
truth, walk in holiness, and live with our
eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior. And Lord God, for every believer
reading this, strengthen them. For every
troubled heart, comfort them. For every
lost soul, draw them to the cross. We
ask it all in the mighty name of Jesus.
Amen.
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