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Approximately Expository 35 minutes 

 

★ 

Philippians 2  “The Mind of Christ” 

뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄Opening Prayer: 

Father God, we come before You in the 
powerful name of Jesus. Thank You for 
Your Word that transforms hearts and 
renews minds. Lord God, as we open 
Philippians chapter 2, give us 
understanding. Shape us into the 
likeness of Christ. Remove pride. Teach 
us humility. And if anyone hearing this 
message does not yet know You, draw 
them by Your Spirit and save them this 
very day. We give You all the glory. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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★諀誾調급긊긋긌 Historical Setting: 

Paul wrote Philippians around AD 60-62 
while under house arrest in Rome. He was 
chained to Roman guards, awaiting trial 
before Caesar. Yet instead of 
discouragement, this letter overflows with 
joy. 

★The church in Philippi was the first church 
planted in Europe (Acts chapter 16). It began with 
Lydia, a formerly demon-possessed slave 
girl, and a Roman jailer. It was a diverse 
church….wealthy and poor, Jewish and 
Gentile, Roman and Greek. 

But like every church, they faced 
challenges. There were pressures from 
outside persecution and tensions inside the 
church. 
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So in chapter 2, Paul addresses unity, 
humility, and having the mindset of Christ. 

And church…if there was ever a chapter 
the modern church needs….it’s Philippians 
chapter 2. 

★ 

1. The Call to Unity:  

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV)   Philippians Chapter 2 verses  
1-4      Therefore if you have any 
encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 2 then 
make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being 
one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your 
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own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others. 

 

As we get into God's word today let's look 
and see what Paul is saying here… … 

Paul begins in verse 1: 
 
귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Therefore if you have any 
encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion,” (v.1) 
 
Paul is not questioning whether these 
things exist. 
He’s not saying, “If you might possibly have 
these things.” 
No…he is building upon spiritual realities 
already present in the life of the believer. 
 
껳껱껲跹跺跻跼跽跿跾踀 In other words: 
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• Since you are united with Christ… 
• Since you’ve experienced the comfort of 
His love… 
• Since the Holy Spirit lives within you… 
• Since God has shown you mercy and 
compassion… 
 
踰踱踲踳 THEN your life should reflect it. 
 
Paul is reminding the church: 
You are not just a group of religious people 
gathering together. 
You are connected by the Spirit of the living 
God. 
 
 The same Christ who saved you… 
 the same Spirit who indwells you… 
 the same grace that forgave you… 

踰踱踲踳 is meant to unite you. 
 
Then Paul says in verse 2: 
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귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “…Make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, 
being one in spirit and of one mind.” (v.2) 
 
밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 괗괘 Notice Paul’s heart here. 
As an apostle sitting in chains, what would 
bring him joy? 
o Not money. 
o Not comfort. 
o Not freedom from prison. 

 
踰踱踲踳 What brought Paul joy was seeing 
believers walking in unity. 
 
Church division grieves the heart of God. 
But unity glorifies Christ. 
 
Now unity does not mean uniformity….. 
 
It does not mean everyone has the same 
personality… 
the same background… 
or the same preferences. 
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The church at Philippi had wealthy people 
and poor people… 
Romans and Greeks… 
former idol worshipers and devout Jews. 
 
Yet Paul says they can still be ONE in 
Christ. 
 
밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 괗괘 Why? 
踰踱踲踳 Because biblical unity is not built around 
personalities. 
꼅꼆꼇 놡놢놣It is built around Jesus Christ. 
 
Unity is not everyone thinking identically. 
It is everyone moving in the same spiritual 
direction… 
focused on the same Savior… 
driven by the same gospel. 
 
Then Paul becomes very practical in verse 
3. 
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귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves.” 
(v.3) 
 
Now this confronts the spirit of our culture 
head-on. 
 
The world teaches: 
 “Climb higher.” 
 “Promote yourself.” 
 “Demand your rights.” 
 “Make everything about you.” 

 
Social media culture says: 
 “Build your platform.” 
 “Protect your image.” 
 “Get recognition.” 
 “Make sure people notice you.” 

 
踰踱踲踳 But the kingdom of God operates 
differently. 
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o Selfish ambition says, “Promote 
yourself.” 

o Vain conceit says, “You deserve more.” 
踰踱踲踳 But humility says, “How can I serve?” 
 
밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 Humility is not thinking less of yourself. 
It is thinking of yourself less. 
 
Jesus is the perfect example of this. 
 The King of Glory washed the feet of 

His disciples. 
 The Creator touched lepers. 
 The Son of God humbled Himself for 

sinners like us. 
 
Then Paul says in verse 4: 
 
귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV)  “Not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the interests 
of the others.” (v.4) 

踰踱踲踳 This is supernatural living. 
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Our flesh naturally asks: 
 “What about me?” 
 “What do I want?” 
 “What do I deserve?” 

 
But the Spirit-filled believer begins asking: 
 “How can I encourage someone?” 
 “How can I pray for someone?” 
 “How can I help carry another 

person’s burden?” 
 
This kind of living is impossible without 
Christ transforming the heart. 
 
You cannot manufacture biblical humility 
through human effort alone. 
Only Jesus can change a proud heart into a 
servant’s heart. 
 
And church, this is important: 
Unity flows from humility. 
And humility flows from truly knowing 
Jesus. 
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꼅꼆꼇 놡놢놣The closer you walk with Christ, 
the less you need attention, 
recognition, or applause from people. 
 
Because when you see the humility of 
Jesus at the cross, 
it changes the way you treat everyone 
around you. 
★ 

2. The Mind of Christ: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV)  Philippians 2:5-11     5 In your 
relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
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8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

Now we reach one of the most powerful 
Christ-centered passages in the New 
Testament.   

Let us examine verse 5…. 



www.opendoorlakecc.org 
 

Page 13 of 31 
 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus.” (v.5) 

밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 What is the mindset of Christ? 

Look at Verse 6: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own 
advantage.” (v.6) 

踰踱踲踳 Jesus is fully God. 

Yet He did not cling to His rights. 

Verse 7: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness.” 
(v.7) 

 The Creator became a servant. 
 The King became a baby. 
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 The Almighty stepped into 
weakness. 

Now…Verse 8: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!” (v.8) 

Not just death. 
Crucifixion. 

Which is the most humiliating form of 
execution in the Roman world. 

 That is humility. 
 That is love. 
 That is the gospel. 

But the story doesn’t end at the cross. 

Verse 9: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name.” (v.9) 
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The path down led to exaltation,…Pure Joy! 

Verses 10-11: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow… and every 
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (vv.10-
11) 

踰踱踲踳 Every knee. 

Believer or unbeliever. 
Heaven, earth, under the earth. 

꼅꼆꼇 놡놢놣One day, everyone will acknowledge 
Jesus is Lord. 

밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 The only question is….will you bow now 
in salvation or later in judgment? 

Brothers and Sisters, humility leads to 
glory. 
꼅꼆꼇 놡놢놣And the mind of Christ is the cure for 
pride, division, and selfishness. 
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★ 

3. Shine Like Stars: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) Philippians 2:12-18  
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you 
have always obeyed—not only in my 
presence, but now much more in my 
absence—continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it 
is God who works in you to will and to 
act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 
14 Do everything without grumbling or 
arguing, 15 so that you may become 
blameless and pure, “children of 
God without fault in a warped and 
crooked generation.” Then you will 
shine among them like stars in the 
sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of 
life. And then I will be able to boast on 
the day of Christ that I did not run or 
labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being 
poured out like a drink offering on the 
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sacrifice and service coming from your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of 
you. 18 So you too should be glad and 
rejoice with me. 

Paul now applies this theology to daily life. 
Verse 12… 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling.” (v.12) 

He does not say work for your salvation. 
踰踱踲踳 He says work it out. 

Let what God has done inside you show 
outwardly. 

And here’s the power behind it: Verse 13… 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “For it is God who works in 
you to will and to act in order to fulfill his 
good purpose.” (v.13) 

God works in you. 
踰踱踲踳 Then you work it out. 
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Then comes a challenging verse: Look at 
verse 14…. 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Do everything without 
grumbling or arguing.” (v.14) 

Everything? 

Yes. 

Grumbling dims your witness. 
Complaining clouds your joy. 

Verse 15: 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “Then you will shine among 
them like stars in the sky.” (v.15) 

The darker the world gets, 
the brighter believers shine. 

踰踱踲踳 We live in a crooked and warped 
generation. 
But we are called to shine. 

밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 How?  Verse 16… 



www.opendoorlakecc.org 
 

Page 19 of 31 
 

By 귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV)….holding firmly to the word 
of life… (v.16). 

 Stay in the Word. 
 Stay surrendered. 
 Stay humble. 

★ 

4. Examples of Christlike Servants:  

귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV)Philippians 2:19-30     19 I hope 
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to 
you soon, that I also may be cheered 
when I receive news about you. 20 I have 
no one else like him, who will show 
genuine concern for your welfare. 21 For 
everyone looks out for their own 
interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has 
proved himself, because as a son with 
his father he has served with me in the 
work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, 
to send him as soon as I see how things 
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go with me. 24 And I am confident in the 
Lord that I myself will come soon. 
25 But I think it is necessary to send back 
to you Epaphroditus 놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-
tus, my brother, co-worker and fellow 
soldier, who is also your messenger, 
whom you sent to take care of my 
needs. 26 For he longs for all of you and 
is distressed because you heard he was 
ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. 
But God had mercy on him, and not on 
him only but also on me, to spare me 
sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I am all 
the more eager to send him, so that 
when you see him again you may be 
glad and I may have less anxiety. 29 So 
then, welcome him in the Lord with great 
joy, and honor people like 
him, 30 because he almost died for the 
work of Christ. He risked his life to make 
up for the help you yourselves could not 
give me. 
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After Paul teaches about the humility of 
Christ, unity in the church, and shining like 
stars in a dark world, he now gives two 
living examples of what that looks like in 
real life. 
 
He points to Timothy and Epaphroditus 
놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-tus. 
 
These men were not just believers by 
name. They were servants in action. 
 
Paul first speaks about Timothy and says: 
Verse 20 
 
귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “I have no one else like him, 

who will show genuine concern for your 
welfare.” (v.20)  

踰踱踲踳 That is a powerful statement. 
 
Timothy had the heart of a shepherd. He 
was not just concerned about himself. He 
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cared deeply about the spiritual condition of 
others. 
 
Paul says in verse 21: 
 
귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “For everyone looks out for 
their own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ.” (v.21) 
 
踰踱踲踳 That verse confronts us. 
 
The natural tendency of the human heart is 
to ask, 
 “What about me?” 
 “What do I want?” 
 “What benefits me?” 

 
But Timothy had a different spirit. He 
looked out for the things of Christ. He had 
genuine concern for the church. 
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Timothy reminds us that Christlike service 
is not about position, title, or recognition. It 
is about having a heart that truly cares for 
people. 
 
Then Paul speaks about Epaphroditus 
놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-tus. 
 
He calls him:  Look at Verse 25… 
 
귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “…My brother, co-worker and 
fellow soldier...” (v.25) 
 
밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 Notice those three descriptions. 
 
 Brother speaks of relationship. 
 Co-worker speaks of labor. 
 Fellow soldier speaks of spiritual 

battle. 
 
Epaphroditus 놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-tus was 
not a spectator. He was involved in the 
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work of Christ. He served, sacrificed, and 
even risked his life for the gospel. 
 
Paul says in verse 30: 
 
귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) “He almost died for the work of 
Christ.” (v.30) 
That is sacrificial service. 
 
Epaphroditus 놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-tus 
reminds us that following Jesus will cost us 
something. Real ministry is not always 
comfortable. Sometimes it requires 
weariness, sacrifice, burden, and risk. 
 
But Paul says people like him should be 
honored. 
 
밷밳밸밹밳밴밵밶밺밻 괗괘 Why? 
 
踰踱踲踳 Because Christlike servants reflect the 
heart of Jesus. 
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 Timothy showed genuine concern. 
 Epaphroditus 놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-

tus showed sacrificial commitment. 
 
Together, they show us what Philippians 2 
looks like when it is lived out. 
 
The mind of Christ is not just something we 
believe.  
꼅꼆꼇 놡놢놣It is something we practice. 
 
 It shows up in how we love. 
 How we serve. 
 How we sacrifice. 
 How we care for others. 
 How we put the work of Christ above 

our own comfort. 
 
Brothers and Sisters, God is still looking for 
servants like Timothy and Epaphroditus 
놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-tus. 
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 God is looking for people who do not 

just attend church, but care for the 
church. 

 People who do not just talk about 
faith, but live it. 

 People who are willing to serve when 
nobody applauds. 

 People who are willing to sacrifice 
because Jesus is worthy. 

 
꼅꼆꼇 놡놢놣Christlike humility produces 
Christlike service. 
 
And when the mind of Christ is truly in us, 
we will not live only for ourselves. 
We will live for Jesus and for the good of 
others. 

Invitation: Be Born Again: 

Maybe you’ve been listening today and you 
realize something. 
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 You don’t have the mind of Christ. 
 You don’t have peace. 
 You’re still living for yourself. 

The humility of Jesus wasn’t just an 
example. 
It was a rescue mission. 

He humbled Himself to the cross for you. 

He died for your sin. 
He rose again. 
He conquered death. 

The Bible says every knee will bow. 

踰踱踲踳 You can bow now willingly and receive 
life. 

 Jesus offers forgiveness. 
 He offers a new heart. 
 He offers eternal life. 

To be born again means you surrender 
your life to Christ. 
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You repent of your sin. 
You trust Him fully. 

The Bible says in 귲귳귴귵귶귷 (NIV) Romans 10:9 If 
you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 

If you want that today, pray from your heart: 

              뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄  Let us Pray 

“Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner…. I 
believe You are God in the flesh…. I 
believe You died for my sins and rose 
again…. Forgive me…. Cleanse me…. 
Give me a new heart….. I surrender to 
You…. Be my Lord and my Savior…. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

If you prayed that sincerely, you are born 
again. 

Welcome to the family of God! 
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Conclusion: Living with the Mind of 
Christ: 
 
Philippians 2 calls us to live differently 
because Christ has changed us. 
 
 We are called to walk in unity, not 

division. 
 We are called to serve in humility, not 

pride. 
 We are called to obey without 

grumbling, even when the world around 
us is dark. 

 We are called to shine like stars, holding 
firmly to the Word of life. 

 And we are called to serve sacrificially, 
just like Timothy and Epaphroditus 
놶놷놸놹Eh-paf-roh-DYE-tus. 

The mind of Christ is not weakness. 
It is strength surrendered to God. 
 Jesus humbled Himself. 
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 Jesus served. 
 Jesus obeyed. 
 Jesus gave His life. 

And now God has exalted Him above every 
name. 
 
So Brothers and Sisters, let us live with that 
same mind. 
 Let us love deeply. 
 Let us serve faithfully. 
 Let us walk humbly. 
 Let us shine brightly. 

 
And may our lives declare to a watching 
world: 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 
 
뜱뜲뜳뜴뜵뜶띃뜷뜸뜹뜺뜻뜼뜽뜾뜿띀띁띂띄 Closing Prayer: 
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Father God, thank You for sending 
Jesus. Thank You for the humility of the 
cross and the victory of the resurrection. 
Lord God, give us the mind of Christ. 
Remove pride. Unite Your church. Help 
us shine like stars in a dark world. 
Strengthen those who are weary. Fill us 
with joy. And may every part of our lives 
bring glory to Jesus Christ, our exalted 
Lord. In His precious name we pray, 
Amen. 

 


